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SUMMARY! GCOB INTRODUCED LEGISLATION ON "CONTINENTAL SHELF
FISHERY RESOURCES" DURING SEPT 11 PARLIAMENTARY SESSION,
DRAFTING OF LEGISLATION, WHICH FOLLOWS SOMEWHAT ANALOGOUS
US LEGISLATION PASSED EARLIER THIS YEAR, HAD BEEN SIGNALLED
10 EMBASSY OME MONTHS AGO, EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT, GIVEN
AREAS IN WHICH SPINEY LOBSTER USUALLY FOUND, AND IN WHICH
US=BASED FISHERMEN OPERATE, NEW LEGISLATION WILL HAVE LITTLE
PRACTICAL EFFECT ON SEOGRAPHICAL EXTENT OF BAHAMIAN FISHERIES
ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES,
1, DRAFT LEGISLATION (COPY POUCHED ARA/CAR) LIKELY TO PASS
UNOPPOSED WITHIN NEXT TWQ WEEKS, LEGISLATION DEFINES "CONe
TINENTAL SHELF" AS THAT "APPERTAINING T0 THE COMMANWEALTH
OF THE BAHAMAS, (1.E+) THE SEABED AND SUBSOIL OF THE SUBMARINE
AREAS ADJACENT T0 THE COASTS, BUT OUTSIDE THE TERRITORIAL
WATERS, OF THE SAID BAHAMAS, T0 A DEPTH OF 200 METERS OR,
BEYOND THAT LIMIT, TO WHERE THE DEPTH OF THE SUPERJACENT
WATERS ADMITS OF THE EXPLOJTATION OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES
OF THE SAID AREAS," "CONTINENTAL SHELF FISHERY RESOURCE"
DEFINED AS "LIVING ORGANISMS BELONGING TO SEDENTARY SPECIES,
(].Es) ORGANISMS WHICH, AT THE HARVESTABLE STAGE, EITHER ARE
{MMOBILE OR UNDER THE SEABED OR ARE UNABLE TO MOVE EXCEPT 1IN
CONSTANT PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH THE SEABED OR SUBSHIL OF THE
CONTINENTAL SHELF," DRAFT THEN AUTHOR]ZES MINISTER OF AGRl-
GULTURE TO DECLARE ANY SPECIES OF LI1VING ORGANISM Y0 BE
CONTINENTAL SHELF FISHERY RESOURCE EOR PURPOSES OF FISHERIES
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